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duservations at the Jl'll.lnul Caplial—
Whni Congreas 1s Dolug-

sodlaty, * THe Norihierd Demoonats joined

in exciting and exsggerating thisl féeling.
It was to speak of all anti-slavery

Speculations—A Talk with
31, Ntephens.
W ASILINGTON, hhrurylﬁ. 1880, *
{‘arrespondenca’ol the Inielligesesr.) * =

When your correspondent first began
coming to the National Oapital, nearly 25
years ago, It waa s very different . place

from what it is' now.  Jt'was then simply
1 siraggling and unsightly £ Southern town.
The streets were mud streets and withdat
a system of drainage, The private dﬁ
ings were for the most part of a,very thrift-
leds and unkémpt charactér, Even Perin-
sylvanis ayenue, the Broadway of  the
clty, was a bedraggled looking ﬁlmnlh
fare, and very muddy in bad ‘weathér.
Tlig people had the genernl® characteris-
tics of the South as respects a lnck of
energy. [t scemed as if they bad mo
ambition to make the clty anything more
than a winter rendesvous, instead ol the
Tieautifnl capital of n great nntlon where
population, wealth and refinement would

. “come and find a permanent home. “Thé

District of - Columbia was simply & Sonth:

ern camping ground, and the slave sentis

ment of the Bouth was almost 88 dominapt

and prodoriptive hore ad &b Riehmond in
all official and social clreles. 4

The war reversed {he ‘whole dirﬁﬂon
and tone of ‘affairs in Washington, The
city was practically divided from theSouth
for four years, ‘and during That time the
North came here to suv, Not. only 10
stag, but to make the city a place fit to
ptay in for 'a desirable c:ln- of poopl».
The, immense nuxresnﬂon of interedts’
here during the war brought almost every
body to Washington at some period of the
great struggle, and {housands ‘who ' came
on transient busineea remained  for one
cause or another as permanent resident
'l consequence is that from belnga popt
ucrnhby nul.tmd town of ‘rookeries and

W ton Las | & groat
Ahrilty city of 160,000 people.i It ds now
a Capital to be -proud of. Its slreets are
gimply magnificent. Theére are nons l.iko
them jn the conniry. Thaym broad n‘ul
thoronghly” paved- with asphalt, and car-
riages ran overthem ts smoothily and als
most a8 nni.slaulyu if they were laid with
bardened rubber,.. Jni fact you wonid
think the paving/was a rabber mixture oi
same sort. 1t has that color and, texture
and has a sortof & spring like rubber feel-
ing when you walk or rideover it. The
composition used is made of Jasphalt, limé
and fine gravel, and it (its the broad streels
and avenues as'compactly and firmly as if
it had been poured upon them and allow-
ed fo harden, which' indeed was the cna
to a certain extent,

The draining of the city is on o scale I.n
keoping with its splendid paviog. The
old surface drainage is no where to be
peen, All is elamllnau ‘and’ tidineas,
Then, too, the parks, publie, gronnds, cir-
cles, squares and nllopen places, are bean-
tified to correspond with the improve-
ments alluiled to. Green plants,shrabbery,
statoary and monuments are to ba donnd
in svery part of the city. - The old-time

_ frame houses have givenplace to’ ‘modern
brick srebitecture, and no city of its size
“ can boast such a pumber and variety of
beautiful residences, The hotels and boaril-
ing honses have also greatly improved in
numberand character, hutmnol. Ewhat
they ahiould be and will be, " The latter,
however, have particularly improved. In
stead of ol houses, built in early times
and by plece meal, with'low ceilings and
.#mall apariments, dimly  lighted, and
seantily farnished, there are now any
number of capscions. houses built’
the'best models I New York; whers fam-
ilies can have home comforts in the shape
of large and handsome apartments. |

Allin all, Washington is a city be proud
of, and Imnatnlanlxhedto find that peo-
pleof wealih and refinement are . daily
coming biere from all parts of the country
tolive. |The soclety thns formed must
gein [n attractiveness as the mation sb-
enmuhtu pnpullt.ion and wealth, and it
mqulm no prophetic eye to discern a
time'in the fature when Washington will |,
¢artalnly be the grestest and most brilllant
capital in the world,

SOCTAL ATTRACTIONS.

Hpeaking of this future of Washington
leads me to speak of two soclal events that
ocearred here last week, the reception: of
the Mexican Minister and the Diplomatic
reception at the White Honse. These
wore the two ‘events of the season thus
far, and aresaid to haye surpassed in’ ex-
tent and brillisney anything before seen
in'Washington, Over a thousand [nyita-
tions were lssued by the Mexican mlnh-
ter, and his gnests Inclnded all the men;

“ bers of Congress, the heads | of depiri-
ments, the principal military’ and naval
officers, members ol -the press, the diplo-
matic corps, and the leading citizens of
Washington. To entertain’ such &' vast
~ ssspmblage’ of goests ina “comfortable

. 'iinfiner within the linlits of even, u large

. realdonce was indeed & marvel of art,, but

I.I. Wha done in & style that has never been

here, sccording to the verdict of
~thoon who are experienced in Wuhlnmn

e Bk

ple as fanatics, and I.o denounce them
s nof he.inx"oht[ﬁbd to' decent respect or
cotsidération,” Thé most extrome South-
ern views were the most aristocratic and
fashionable'viéws, and were affected by
all the throng who came here huonting for
office, whether from the North or Bounth,
Such men &6 Jéf "Davis, Toombs, Blidell,
Hunter and Mason, held sway here along
with thelr Northern Domocratic allles,
while 8byard; Chase, ‘Samner and John
P. Hale were the despised ropresentatives
ol therising tide of #Black Republicanism.”
Tho Senate, and the House resounded
daily with threats of dlsonion, snd these
threats were repw»d and re-echoed by
Washington,  eociety a8 the orthodox
standard of pvl.i&lc-l mﬂmm I look in
yain for any of these old . political leaders
to-day. With the exception of Alexander
H, Btephans, of Georgla,1do notrecognize
apingle Sonthern man who was in Congress
in the days of Frank Pierce's administra-
tion,; when I firat visited Washington.
ALEXANDER J. STEPHENG.
+F remmlm' the first {ime 1 ever uw
this rouw'klbla emnant of the old re-
gime, Tt was fn 1856, in the ‘dsys when'
the two honses of ‘Congress met in the
old halls of the original Capitol bullding.
Btepliens was sittingat & wood fire at_one
end of the lobby that sarrounded the
floor of the Hopse in those  days, quietly
smoking & cigar; and I was introduoeds to
him by Oougmumn Albright, who rep-
resented the Belmont (0,) district st "that
time,  He had.on s (colored necktie, the
two ends of which stood out like prongs
from "his shirt’bosomi, ~His bair was
bugudln[mt.u it 18 to-dny, his com-
lexion quitefis) bloodlesa, and his eyes
dark and piercing, as they  still are.. He
ii'to-day the sole survivor of the House of
Rapresentatives as 1 thon lpoked upon it.
And speaking of this remarkable man, T
must digress far enough to referto a wvisit
that T mlda ‘to his rooms at the National
Hotel the other evening " Col. T. P. Bhall
cross, of Wheeling, is an old friend of
Staphen, and he too has rooms at the
National whan hgre on Puntoﬂ'ioa duty.
FHe plays whist with the ol jan, yery
| frequently, and he said o me, a5 I met
him at the'office ol the National, "don’l.
you want to'go up .and see Btepheny?!
0f course I did, andso I went up at once.
Tt was about 8 o'clock in the evening, and
the game of whist was over, but! the old
man was gtill in his rolling chair in bia
bed room, sitting there with his bat on,
& hand on either wheel and moying him-
self gantly back and forward, a8 i1 seeking
diversion from nervous restlessness, He
impresses youat first as s very old man,
so ‘withered:and bloodless in his appear-
ance, but'when he begiris to talk and you
get the range of his bright eyes, and listen
to. his easy.conversation, this impression
wears off.-Yon do not thini of his age or
bodily decrepitude, bt only of his won-
derful memory in regard to public affairs
and of the:vigor and keenness of his dis-
cussion ol them;  He was in a good talk-
ing mood during our visit and delivered
himself somewhat on Presidential matters.
He abominates Tilden, and does not think
the Democracy can carry New York either
with or withont ‘Tildén. He prefers TJohn
Sherman to Tilden, if we are to have a
continuation of the present financial pol-
ioy, becaunse, as he says, Sherman is'an
honester man. He spoke of Presidential
political eunmr.lans a8 memhl;gee of
political tramps, and repeated what Ben-
£l tom: paid of ithem (n his last illness. "I
never," said Benbun, Yyasin a gambling
house, nor in & house of Jll-fame, nor in a
Presidential politioal convention, and' I
speak of them in' the order o! my |hhor-
rence of them.!! . ¢
Birange as it may. peem, supheu is not
opposed to a third term.  He did not say
that he favored Grant for athird term, but
argaed at length i favor of ' third: term
a8 an abstract proposition, . He was rather,
weak, as I thought, in comparing 1£to the
case of ' Congressman's third term, ‘He
thought thers was just as much reason for |
electing a President throe timed as there
was for electing a Congressman that many
times, and moreover he went' on to say
thatneither Washington nor Mr, Jeffer-
son, who are both quoted o much a8 ex-
mpkupim a third. term, could have
been elected s third time; so’thatno credit
i to either for declining to be can-
didates at the end of their eight years of
pervioe,, Hegaid that to make the fight
against' Grant on the ground’ simply of
anti‘third termism, is like resting & case
enu!nﬁmrl'.olbilll.nuqu.lty it was &
virtanl admission that the substance of the
issue'is with your opponent.  He spoke of
Stephen A. Douglass in terms of high
praise; and said he was one of the greatest
men the country kad produced; that he
waa about the only man he ever knew
who would not deflect m hair's breadth
from the exact position he sssumed on any

ek

gave some interesting reminiscences of
the gmt Klnau-Nebmh q:ution in
it

entertainments, The Hlomination of the [1854-5.4

house outside and in was a: moat brilliant
spoctacle'of itself; and the: entertainment
of the vast throng st the' tables in  the
different rooms was not only of the moat
elaborate and. comprehensive character,
bt accomplished with an ease that made
it in the ‘highest degree en]uylhln byl
everybody present.

The reception in honor of the Diplo-
matio corps at the Prealdents, the  night
following was o still larger affair, about
two thousand Invitations 'bavidg been fs-
< gued. It was the flest time that so large a

' gathering had over been feasted at the
White Hnnle; auﬂ it na vui.uh grand

Mr. Smfhom. ﬂl.hahzh a romarkable
man, is by no' means a progresaive one.
He still forehodes ill to the country
on mcocount of  the war, by reason
of l.ha unsettlement. and  demoral-
i.mlun of sound, politiggl = principles.
He mﬂ with np body in particalar, has
‘no special lking for. the D . buat

question, and in connection with Douglass| *

among the Republican meniters; bt T'do
notfind it so. On'the contrary, 1 am im-

pressed by all that T have seen and héard,
that they are largely divided between
Blaine and Bherman. The, recent esult
in Pennsylyania has ‘mot /changed ithis
status so far as(T can jndge. Itis pow well
understood that Blaine, will divide the
Pennsylvania delegation at Chicago, snd
the nmuhhln serjes of answers {rom
leading Hepublicans :hronghout . Pennsyl-
vania, to questions malled to {hem by the
New York Tribune, shows that the popu-
lar sentiment of that State is not by any
means for Genersl Grant, Tha ‘same de-

where it is expected Senator Conkling  {n-
tends to repeat the tactics of Don Cameron,

moodily in bis seat, lpoking much older
and grayer than three years ago, when I
\aist saw him:' higright hind was"'throst
across his breast Into his buttoned frock
cpat, his eyes upon the floor, and his mien
that of'a ‘man in deep'snd melancholy

ing yvery pleasantly ol his many vinih to ™
Edgewood, the Sprague-Chase b homestead, |1
‘He nnd Blaine aro still en
Lias noyerbeen § word between them for | ootog

charagterized him ass tutteyhgobplu ‘and

Cookling is not the man, to, forgive .an’
enemy, & and Blaine is not the man to 500
for favor at an enemy’s hands. Asbe-
tween Blaine and Sherman at Ohleago,
Gonkling will probably throw his in-
flacnee for the Jptigr, although he is not
personally. friendly 1o - Sherman, .- His
preference will ba controlled by. the rala:
tive degree of his iﬂlﬂks and’ nnl.‘boetuu
ho desires either of them, "He' wum
(3rant, who It is said here, is his first, sec-
ond and third choice, -
MATTERS IN CONGRESS. :
The discussions at the Onpitul are rupd

Comumittee of the Whole every day on the
new rules, which it is endeavoring; to
sdopt., + The progress made is very slow,|!
whidhi réminds me that ia's short talk that
1 had' the other day with Gen. Joa John-
ston, of Conlederate miliury fame, now &
member from the, Rlohmnnd Va., distriet,
he remarked that “nine-tenths of the tine
of the House was wasted by discnssions
that were really useless and very expen-
sive. Johnston himsell is a man of yery
faw words and what he says is very point-
ed, He made a short speech the other
day on the subject of river improvements,
gpeaking from the standpoint of an engi-
neer, and what he said was congideréd sens
plhle and pmeticll by both sides. He is
not by any means nnpopularon the, Re-
publican side of the chamber. Popularity
in the House does not follow party lines,
For Instance, one of the most popular men
in the body Is Randolph Tnukar, of \"ir-
gl.nh.t.hnf‘ fedprat Attor
who can get twice as many fayors from ;ha
Regublicans any day, as Conger, of Michi-
gan can obfain, Col: Ben, Wilson is an-
other Democratic member who, visits a
good deal on the Republican side. . He
has a great sdmiration’ for Garfleld, and:
says if a Republican is to be chosgn Presi:
r]nnt he ardently hopes | it 'will be the Gm»
And l.hl.uramlnun moth;tthmin
gmwin; !eellng here that Gu'ﬂeld, may
prove a formidable dark ] hom at Chicago,
The noble army of. office seckers at Wash-
ington'are very quick*to scent Presiden-
tial possibilities, and since Garfleld’s name
bas ' been discossed in* the' newspapers
they have turned to him as o rising ‘star
and [alrly deluged him with thelr cards.
. TRREO¥AL MENTION, *
I notice’ by s wedding card’on‘m hbln
this morning that Mr, Chas, W.'
of Wheeling, who holds the position of
Assistant Librarian'at the Oapitol, is to be
married on'the 10th- to Miss Virginia
Mosby, & sister ol the famous Virginia

Chinn.  Mr. Russell's molhhr is lpendlng
the winter hore, - .

T have met with quite a number of West
\«irginlu reprosentatives in . the varions |
departments, among them General James
M. Ewing, of Wlfoeliug, Captain Plpu,
of Marshall connty, Mr., Richard Burke,
of Monros oounty,mll Onpl.nln&llowo,
of Fairmont:

frs. V. 'C. Thompeon, of Loulsyille,
Ky., lormerly of Brooke eounly. is here
on a short vislt,

Mr. W.A. Huut, ‘ol the 8t Olairsville
Chronicle, 1s stopping at the Ebbit qu
He was nominated by the President
qOmauSapnrdm!or the Eighth Ohio|’
district, but in common with all the Ohlo
nominees was rejected by, the Senate on
politfeal grounds, This reminds me . that
the West Virginia delegation 'have .wilh-
drawa theiropposition to Colonel Latham's
appointment for thaSeconid West Virginia
district, and be wl.ll accordingly . be, con-
firmed, ¥ W. O. b
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velopment is goiog o in New: York Btate, |

Speaking of Conkling, '1 looked in on :
him at the Senale,the other day. Hesab|

study, Thisseeming humor may all have | |
| been delnsion, | He may bave been think-

ea, There |
these tén yurupuhdnoethoﬂmn}ﬂdns slock.
give him sugh a dreadful Exl:orhﬂon. ’

very dull these days. The Honse goes Inté | -
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) A CARD.

Wl!lvhmmwlhmlﬂ.!nﬂb
eretions' of youlh, pervous weakneas, early doecay,
lows of manhood, de., I will send a Tocipe that will

says he acta with them/most of il time
A uhoieo of atlln. It s hard to tell]
what ba'is, uoepl. ‘that he is A nonde-
seript. Hel clmms to.follow his convictions
mmnwwmmuutp.m,
‘and to nccept the inevitable when he is|
obliged 'to. I took occasion to tell him

cur you, FREE OF CHARGE., Thia grest remedy
was' discovered by a misslonsry in' Bouth Ameries.
Semd u self-addremad ‘onvelape to tha Bxv. Jossrn
T.Inuaw, Bativn D, Noe York Olly. . jall-uwraw

Remembor every halr Is a tabe. Don't fll these
fubes with polson.  Any detited shadb of eslor ein
b0 obialned withoul the alightest danger. Have you

that I had alwayw' ‘chegisbed & warm' side | resd Professor Chilton's nm-ut (made dl.u- 8ol | Pro

yliooess.
l;llndetnthtnoecmmm ulhowing for hiim on acoount of the, moral conrage | yais), that
the eharacter of Washington as's grest|he hiad lime and sgain ihawn on m-tiln I:IIIISTANM‘G F.xua.mn Ih\ln IIYE

ventrs of attraction. in the winter time for
people from all parts of the country. In
thia réspect it has no rival in the conntry,

and as there are so many people of meann openiny the wl:ﬂmml‘ nI the Presiden- e {ha Exestlor Dye. Mazulactared

who enjoy sach a life, the numbers of
* those, who for the sake of these soclal ad-
vantages, will make this city their I:ome,
must constantly Increase.
OLD TIMES AND PERSENT TIMES,

Istnes, 'Ilud;;pod;l reference to hls po-
sition umnu-iouin Goorgia inlb81,
and' to"hid' pronuncismento against re- |

tial question by the “last Congress. He
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